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America has been there for countless
Minnesotans; given its good work and
record of success, I am confident this
vital organization will be with us for
many years to come.∑

f

MS. TINA NOBLE, WINNER OF THE
‘‘POWER OF ONE’’ AWARD

∑ Mr. GORTON. Mr. President, I am de-
lighted to recognize the extraordinary
efforts of one of my constituents, Ms.
Tina Noble, to help women in her com-
munity market themselves to potential
employers through the ‘Dress for Suc-
cess’ program. For her efforts, Tina
Noble is one of the Washington Women
2000 ‘‘Power of One’’ Award recipients.

Dress for Success provides profes-
sional clothing for low-income women
as they transition into the workplace.
Many times these women are single
mothers, trying to gain financial inde-
pendence. Tina Noble, together with
her small army of volunteers has
helped over 500 women in the Seattle
area get suited up for new jobs since
she began the Seattle Chapter of Dress
for Success in 1998.

In addition to her community serv-
ice, Tina is also a hero to her family as
a wife and mother of three children.
Tina is a wonderful example of the tre-
mendous difference that one person can
make in her community. I applaud
Tina’s efforts to help other women
dress for and find success in the work-
place. She is a most deserving recipient
of the ‘‘Power of One’’ award.∑

f

TIME HONORS DELAWAREAN
∑ Mr. BIDEN. Mr. President, I rise
today to make special note of the na-
tional honor bestowed upon one of the
leading citizens in the central part of
my State, in historic Kent County,
Delaware. At the very heart of this na-
tional recognition for his business ex-
cellence is the story of a strong, close
family, which makes this award all the
more special.

TIME Magazine has named John W.
Whitby, Jr., President of Kent County
Motor Sales Company, as its recipient
of the 2000 Quality Dealer Award. The
competition was formidable—Whitby
won over 63 other dealers nominated
for the 31st annual award, from more
than 20,500 auto dealers nationwide.
And make no mistake—this is a cov-
eted award for auto dealers. It’s the
equivalent of TIME’s ‘‘Man of the
Year’’ award for automobile dealers.

John operates Kent County Motor
Sales in Dover, building on the success-
ful business his dad, Jack Whitby
founded. Upon accepting the award at
the National Auto Dealers Association
Convention, John readily gave credit
to his father for the extensive training
he received and to his employees and
colleagues for their dedication and
commitment to excellence.

American philosopher and poet,
George Santayana, wrote that: ‘‘The

family is one of nature’s master-
pieces.’’ To extend that metaphor: The
Whitby family is one of Kent County’s
masterpieces. Not only is John a top
business owner, he is a community
leader as well. John is a member of the
Delaware Business Roundtable Greater
Dover Committee; the Central Dela-
ware Chamber of Commerce; the Quar-
terback Club of Kent County; and,
Friends of Capitol Theatre among
many other civic contributions. John
is continuing the strong Whitby family
tradition. He lives in his native Dover,
with his wife Diane and two children,
Emily and Jay.

Mr. President, it is with great pride
that I commend John Whitby, Jr. and
his family for this outstanding na-
tional award.∑

f

IDAHO TEACHER OF THE YEAR
∑ Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize teachers across
America for the vital work they do. I
come from a family of educators, so I
have seen firsthand the impact teach-
ers have on children. They do this be-
cause they care about each and every
child they teach. These public servants
deserve our gratitude and thanks.

While I believe this can be said of all
teachers, I would like to recognize one
particular teacher today who embodies
this sentiment. She is Nancy Larsen, of
Coeur d’Alene, Idaho, and she was cho-
sen by my state as Educator of the
Year.

One look at her career shows why she
was chosen as the Educator of the
Year. She has dedicated eight years of
her life to teaching the second grade,
and these eight years have been full of
innovation and a real love for edu-
cation. Not only has she been busy in
the classroom, she has also found time
for activities which broaden her knowl-
edge and make her a better teacher.
For example, she has published articles
in magazines such as Learning and
Portals: A Journal of the Idaho Council
International Reading Association. She
has also designed and presented numer-
ous workshops in the past five years,
and participates in many professional
organizations, including serving as
President of the Panhandle Reading
Council.

While these activities are important,
her classroom work is what truly sets
her apart. For example, she actively
seeks to involve parents in her stu-
dents’ education, realizing that paren-
tal involvement is key for scholastic
success. Her weekly letters on stu-
dents’ activities, her project, ‘‘Family
Math Night,’’ are further examples of
her commitment to parents as com-
puter and classroom helpers. There
have been many studies which show
that parental involvement increases
children’s ability to learn. Nancy know
this from her first day on the job, and
has worked to make this involvement a
reality.

Her students adore her and her peers
respect her. This is what every teacher
strives for, and Nancy has earned this
respect. As one of her students said,
‘‘I’m really glad to have such a nice
teacher.’’

As you can see, Nancy Larsen is truly
a treasure for her school, for Idaho, and
indeed for the Nation in general.
Teachers like Nancy make education a
rewarding experience for students and
parents alike. I am proud that the
state of Idaho chose her as its Teacher
of the Year. She is a great example for
the rest of the state and the Nation,
and I hope this award gives her a plat-
form so she can help other teachers to
have the same success she has.∑

f

RECOGNIZING THE 44TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF TUNISIAN INDEPEND-
ENCE

∑ Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I rise
today in celebration of the 44th anni-
versary of Tunisian independence. On
March 20, Tunisia—one of America’s
oldest allies—will mark its 44th year of
independence, but our two nations have
been sharing the ideals of freedom and
democracy for a much longer time.

In 1797, our two nations signed a trea-
ty calling for ‘‘perpetual and constant
peace.’’ Indeed, for the past 200 years,
our two nations have enjoyed such a
friendship. Whether protecting Medi-
terranean shipping lanes against Bar-
bary pirates, opposing the Nazi war
machine in North Africa, or supporting
Western interests during the Cold War,
the U.S. could count on Tunisia. More
recently, Tunisia displayed great cour-
age in urging other Arab nations to
seek an accord with Israel. Tunisia has
built on that pioneering stand by play-
ing an important role as an honest and
fair broker at delicate points in the
Middle East peace process.

By adopting progressive social poli-
cies that feature tolerance for minori-
ties, equal rights for women, universal
education, a modern health system,
and avoiding the pitfall of religious ex-
tremism that has tormented so many
other developing countries, Tunisia has
built a stable, middle-class society. In
stark contrast to its two neighbors (Al-
geria, which has been racked by civil
war and persecution for many years,
and Libya, whose dictator has sup-
ported the most nefarious and subver-
sive kinds of terrorism), Tunisia has
been a quiet and wonderful success. In
fact, Tunisia became the first nation
south of the Mediterranean to formally
associate itself with the European
Union.

Mr. President, Tunisia has been a
model for developing countries. It has
sustained remarkable economic
growth, and undertaken reforms to-
ward political pluralism. It has been a
steadfast ally of the United States and
has consistently fought for democratic
goals and ideals. Tunisia has responded
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